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Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.56 and in accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97-1.98, information 
relating to the above-identified application is hereby disclosed. Inclusion of information in 
this statement is not to be construed as an admission that this information is material as that 
term is defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). 

□ In accordance with § 1 .97(b), since this Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed either within three months of the filing date of the above-identified 
application, within three months of the date of entry into the national stage of % ^ 
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the above identified application as set forth in § 1.491, before the mailing date 
of a first Office Action on the merits of the above-identified application, or 
before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing of request for 
continued examination under § 1.1 14, no additional fee is required. 
£3 In accordance with § 1 .97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after the period set forth in § 1.97(b) above but before the mailing date of 
either a Final Action under § 1 . 1 1 6 or a Notice of Allowance under § 1 .3 1 1 , or 
before an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, therefore: 
O Certification in Accordance with § 1.97(e) is attached; or 
£3 The fee of $180.00 as set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p) is attached. 

□ In accordance with § 1 .97(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after the mailing date of either a Final Action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or a Notice 
of Allowance under § 1.311 but before, or simultaneously with, the payment 
of the Issue Fee, therefore included are: Certification in Accordance with § 
1.97(e); and the submission fee of $180.00 as set forth in § 1.1 7(p). 

^ Copies of reference numbers 31 thru 86 listed on the attached Form PTO- 
1449 are enclosed herewith. 

□ Copies of reference numbers - on the attached Form PTO 1449 
are not required to be submitted pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(2)(i). 

["1 Copies of references - are not being submitted because 

they were previously cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office in patent application number , filed for 
which a claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. § 120 has been made in the 
instant application. 
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There are no listed references which are not in the English language. 

Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 23- 
3050. This form is submitted in duplicate. 
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Dear Sir: 



COMMUNICATION 



Applicant wishes to advise the Examiner of certain co-pending applications with 
regard to the present application. In particular, the following eleven (11) applications, 
nos. 09/604,564, 09/604,944, 09/604,939, 09/604,946, 09/604,174, 09/604,636, 
09/604,540, 09/604,222, 09/604,541, 09/604,518, 09/604,543, were all filed on June 
27, 2000 and are presently pending. These applications share either substantially 
identical specifications or overlapping material, and also have overlapping (but non- 
identical) sets of inventors. 
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Of the eleven (11) applications listed above, three of the applications (nos. 
09/604,540, 09/604,946, 09/604,944) each claim priority to two provisional 
applications (60/172,318 and 60/172,319) filed on December 17, 1999. 

Additionally, at present each of the following application nos.: 10/858,890 (filed June 
2, 2004); 10/871,739 (filed June 18, 2004); and attorney docket no. MSFT- 
4470/154575.05 (filed September 17, 2004); is a pending child of one of the above- 
mentioned cases. 
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